ASCC Themes 2 Subcommittee
Approved Minutes
Wednesday, September 20th, 2023						         12:30PM – 2:00PM
CarmenZoom

Attendees: Conroy, Cravens-Brown, Daly, Giusti, Hadad, Hewitt, Hilty, Nagar, Neff, Søland, Steele, Vankeerbergen

1) Approval of 09/06/2023 Minutes
· Hewitt, Cravens-Brown, unanimously approved 
2) Economics 4553 (existing course requesting GEN Theme: Sustainability) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· The reviewing faculty found the ELO discussion of the connections of sustainability informative during their review. However, there was no other mention of Sustainability in the course goals, topics, description, objectives, reaction paper, or course readings. They ask that a clearer, more explicit linkbe provided within the course syllabus that connects the topic, assignments and course readings to the Theme of Sustainability, as they believe students will benefit from a more overt link. 
· Declined to vote 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty ask that the most recent Student Life Disability Services and Academic Misconduct statements be provided within the course syllabus. While they see these statements on page 7 of the syllabus, they are out-of-date. The most up-to-date SLDS and Academic Misconduct statements can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website here. 
· The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi within the College to include a statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend providing a week-by-week course calendar within the syllabus, as it will help students determine when they can be expected to complete the course readings. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend removing the quarter prerequisites from the course syllabus (as found on page 1). The Office of the University Registrar has asked that all references to quarter courses be removed from prerequisites. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend revising the broken link on page 5 of the course syllabus, underneath the “Classroom Behavior Policy” section. The link to the faculty rules is no longer working. 
· Hewitt, Cravens-Brown, unanimously approved with two contingencies (in bold above) and three recommendations (in italics above) 
3) History 3706 (existing course with GEL Historical Study and GEL Diversity – Social Diversity in the US; requesting GEN Theme: Sustainability) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi within the College to include a statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend removing all policies that related to pandemic-era accommodations, as they are no longer relevant. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend removing reference to the “OSU Standard Scheme” (as found on page 7 of the syllabus) grading scale. Ohio State does not have a standardized grading scale or scheme and instructors are free to utilize a grading scale that best reflects the needs of their individual course. 
· The reviewing faculty offer the friendly recommendation to update the Student Life – Disability Services statement in the course syllabus, as they recently updated it for the 2023-24 academic year. The most up-to-date Student Life – Disability Services statement can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment website.  
· Hewitt, Cravens-Brown, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and three recommendations (in italics above) 
4) FRIT 3061 (existing course with GEL Cultures and Ideas, GEL Diversity – Global Studies, and GEN Theme: Lived Environments; requesting GEN Theme: Sustainability) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi within the College to include a statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty offer the friendly recommendation to update the Student Life – Disability Services statement in the course syllabus, as they recently updated it for the 2023-24 academic year, and the Mental Health statement. The most up-to-date statements can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment website.  
· Hewitt, Cravens-Brown, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 
5) Italian 3001 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Sustainability) (Return) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· The reviewing faculty recommend including a broader sustainability reading to help set up the UNESCO workshop. 
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Subcommittee
· Previously approved at 04/04/2023 meeting 
6) Sociology 3306 (existing course with GEL Diversity – Social Diversity in the US & previously approved for 100% DL; requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· The reviewing faculty found this course to be a good fit for the GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World. 
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi within the College to include a statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend, underneath the “How the course will meet the Citizenship Theme Goals and ELOs” section on page 4 of the syllabus, clarifying the sentence that reads “The paper that requires base knowledge from lower-level courses along with the more advanced knowledge of current poverty research developed in this course.” They are unsure what this is referencing in that paragraph. 
· The reviewing faculty offer the friendly recommendation to update the Student Life – Disability Services statement in the course syllabus, as they recently updated it for the 2023-24 academic year, and the Mental Health statement. The most up-to-date statements can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment website.  
· Hadad, Cravens-Brown, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and two recommendations (in italics above) 
7) History of Art 4630 (existing course with GEL VPA; request to remove GEN Foundation: LVPA and replace with GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· The reviewing faculty would like to see the Theme of Citizenship more explicitly engaged within the course as a whole. They did not see any readings, lectures, or assignments that were devoted to the Theme and ask that more aspects of the course (such as the aforementioned lectures, readings, or assignments) engage with the topic of Citizenship in a more explicit, substantive manner so that it is clear to students when and where citizenship as a concept will be addressed, and how this course is a theme course in the GEN category “Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World”.
· Declined to vote 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty are unclear where the self-reflective learning is being assessed within this course, as required by Theme-generic ELO 2.2. For example, it is unclear how the essay that is worth 60% of the final grade (as discussed on page 4 of the syllabus)will include a self-reflection component. Their recommendation would be to break this assignment into a more scaffolded assignment that further engages with the Theme and incorporates the self-reflective element of the ELOs. 
· The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi within the College to include a statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty offer the friendly recommendation to update the Student Life – Disability Services statement in the course syllabus, as they recently updated it for the 2023-24 academic year, and the Mental Health statement. The most up-to-date statements can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment website.  
· Declined to vote 
8) Russian 3480.01 & 3480.99 (existing courses with GEL VPA and GEL Diversity – Global Studies; requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) (Return) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· The reviewing faculty of the Theme Advisory Group thank the course proposer for providing a revision for this proposal. However, they are still unable to identify how this course will address the diversity and justice portion of the Theme and are not persuaded  that utilizing the lens of the spy  lends itself to sustained discussions of citizenship, diversity, and justice. Therefore, they have decided to vote no tothis request and ask that the course request be cancelled in curriculum.osu.edu. Again, they thank the course proposer for their time and effort in submitting to the GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World. 
· Voted to not approve 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty of the Themes Subcommittee acknowledge the feedback from their colleagues on the Theme Advisory Group, especially as it relates to the diversity and justice aspect of the course being absent. They would like to offer the friendly suggestion that while the proposal appears inappropriate for the GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World, they believe that the proposal could fit within a different Theme of the new General Education program. Of course, the courses would need to be retooled to fit within the specific Theme’s Goals and ELOs, but they would like to clarify that they are open to this course fitting within the General Education program. They simply are not a proper fit for the Citizenship Theme. 
· Declined to vote 
9) Chinese 4409 (new course requesting 100% DL delivery & two new GEN Themes: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World & Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World 
· The reviewing faculty began discussing the feedback from the Theme Advisory Group. Specifically, they were concerned with, what appears to them, a lack of content within the course that engaged with the idea of Citizenship. They found that all the ELOs and content were regarding the Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations Theme. In its current form, becausethe Citizenship material was lacking, they found the proposal a promising course with potential to fit the Citizenship theme. 
· Tabled 
· Themes Subcommittee: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World 
· The reviewing faculty of the Themes Subcommittee discussed that they were unconvinced that the discussion posts were properly achieving the Goals and ELOs of the category, especially regarding critical thinking. They asked that, for the record, it be noted for our next conversation that this point be included within the minutes. 
· Tabled 
10) Agricultural Systems Management & HCS 3585 + (optional lab) Agricultural Systems Management & HCS 3586 (new cross-listed courses requesting new GEN Theme: Sustainability; also requesting Interdisciplinary and Integrated Collaborative Teaching High-Impact Practice if both 3585 and 3586 are taken) (Return) 
· High-Impact Practice: Interdisciplinary and Integrated Collaborative Teaching
· The reviewing faculty noticed that it does not appear that the proper revisions have been made to the syllabi that were provided. Per the cover letter provided, it appears the intention of the units is that the 3585 version of the course would become a 3-credit hour Theme course, while the 3856 version would become a 4-credit hour Theme and High-Impact Practice course. Based upon the syllabi provided and the forms filled out in curriculum.osu.edu, this does not appear to have happened. The reviewing faculty ask that the proper documents be provided and the forms in curriculum.osu.edu for all four courses be corrected so that they may review the new, revised versions of the courses. 
· Declined to Vote 
11) Philosophy 2332 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World with High-Impact Practice: Research & Creative Inquiry; Theme has been fully approved, only requires review of the High-Impact Practice)
· High-Impact Practice: Research & Creative Inquiry 
· The reviewing faculty thank the department for their revisions to this proposal. However, at this time, they would like to see additional information surrounding the additional 1 credit hour that accounts for the high-impact practice. Specifically, while they know that the additional hour is coming from a recitation, they would like to see additional information about how students will be spending their time in the Friday workshops and how these workshops contribute to the scaffolding necessary for the applied ethics research paper. They ask that more specificity be provided within the course calendar surrounding the activities of the recitations. Finally, they recommend that the scaffolding that is taking place be broken down within the grade breakdown provided on page 6 under “Research preparation” and, potentially, worth more than 150 points, as it is a significant portion of the coursework and the High-Impact nature of the course. 
· Declined to vote 
